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Tree Vitalize is a DCNR 

partnership to restore tree cover in 

Pennsylvania communities. These 

grants are open to municipalities 

or non-profit organizations 

working within the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania. 

The deadline for all applications is 

July 12, 2019 at 4pm EST. More 

information can be found here:  

https://treepennsylvania.org/

treevitalize-grants-program/  

Natural Lands is administering the 

PECO Green Open Space Program. 

This program awards grants for 

southeastern Pennsylvania 

municipal efforts to preserve, 

protect, and improve open spaces. 

The deadline to apply is October 

31, 2019. To apply, visit: https://

natlands.org/what-we-do/growing

-greener-communities/peco-green

-region/  
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BCPC Review Responsibilities  
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Welcome to the 9th issue of 

Planning InSight. In this issue we 

are covering a lot of bases, but 

most importantly is a refresher 

on our review obligation as 

defined by the Pennsylvania 

Municipalities Code (MPC).  

We trust that our reviews are helpful and 

provide further guidance to municipal officials 

as they review and approve local land 

developments and municipal zoning 

amendments affecting local land use and 

planning efforts.  

My door is always open and I may be reached 

via email or phone at estone@buckscounty.org 

or 215.345.3401. I look forward to hearing from 

you and welcome your feedback.  

Enjoy Planning InSight! 
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William Penn’s 17th 

Century estate is located in 

which municipality? 

 

One of the primary responsibilities of the BCPC 

is to provide guidance to municipalities through 

the review of subdivision and land development 

proposals, draft ordinance amendments, and 

various municipal planning documents and 

actions related to land use. That charge is 

dictated by the Pennsylvania Municipalities 

Planning Code (MPC), Act 247 of 1968, which 

establishes the role and responsibilities of 

county planning agencies as related to land use 

planning throughout the state. In addition, 

county planning agencies are responsible for 

reviewing certain proposed actions that are 

subject to the Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities 

Act (Act 537) and the state’s Agricultural Area 

Security Law (Act 43 of 1981). 

Staff of the BCPC reviews submitted material for 

consistency with municipal and county planning 

policies, compliance with municipal land use 

ordinances, and for sound planning practices 

and functional design layouts. As a non-

regulatory agency for the County of Bucks, BCPC 

review comments are strictly advisory, and are 

intended to assist municipal officials as they 

consider various proposals and requests. 

Reviews by the BCPC are required prior to the 

recording of any approved plan by the Bucks 

County Recorder of Deeds. 

Section 502 of the MPC requires subdivision and 

land development proposals (as defined in MPC 

Section 107) to be submitted for BCPC review. 

Reviews for these proposals must be completed 

within 30 days of receipt of a complete 

submission and, once completed by staff, are 

sent to the respective municipality, applicant, 

and municipal and applicant engineers. Per 

Chapter 71 of the Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection’s Title 25, Rules and 

Regulations, the BCPC also reviews sewage 

facility planning modules. Staff has 60 days to 

issue a letter and to complete the required 

module component.   Continued... 

Who: The Housing Equality Center of 

Pennsylvania in partnership with the Bucks County 

Office of Community and Economic Development. 

What: A free fair housing compliance training 

webinar for local officials and municipal staff. 

When: June 19, 2019, 12 PM—1 PM 

Where: Register at 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/

register/4287139171867118093  

Why: To cover basic provisions of the Fair 

Housing Act as well as technical issues for local 

governments, and how to implement non-

discriminatory policies and procedures.  

Fair Housing for Local Governments 

Check out the BCPC’s new 

web presence on the County 

web page!  

www.buckscounty.org/PC  
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http://www.buckscounty.org/government/PlanningCommission
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Trivia Answer:  

Pennsbury Manor is located 
in Falls Township. 

 
Spotted Lanternfly 

 

More than 80% of flowering plants require 

the help of pollinators and one out of every 

three bites of food we take is made 

 possible by bees. Following these 

 simple steps this spring will help to 

 promote pollinators in the area. 

 Provide food– Plant at least three 

 different types of flowers, and 

 avoid invasive species and hybrid 

 plants. 

 Provide a water source- 

 Pollinators need drinking water  

 for reproduction. 

 

Provide shelter– Leaving a patch of the 

garden in a sunny uncultivated spot will 

allow native bees to burrow. For wood 

nesting bees, branches, bamboo, and logs 

are great examples of shelter to promote 

bee vitality.  

Reduce pesticide use– Using fewer toxic 

pesticides will also protect beneficial insects 

that help control pests. Never spray a 

blooming plant; always spray after dusk 

when pollinators are less active. 

For more information on conserving bees 

and other pollinators in PA, visit:  

https://extension.psu.edu/conserving-wild

-bees-in-pennsylvania  

Promote Pollinators 

As the 2020 Census approaches, remember to 

continue educating residents on the importance 

of participating. To learn more about the 2020 

Census, visit: 2020census.gov  

2020 Census Reminder Bucks County Recycling 
Visit www.buckscounty.org/recycling for 

recycling videos, our A-Z Recycling Guide, and the 

dates and locations for the upcoming Household 

Hazardous Waste events. Check back for updates! 

The spotted lanternfly is an invasive plant hopper 

in the U.S. and is native to Southeast Asia. They 

feed on the sap of plants and are a significant 

threat to Pennsylvania agriculture, landscapes, 

and ecosystems. The first discovery of the 

spotted lanternfly in the U.S. was in 2014, in 

Berks County, PA. It has since spread to 13 

counties in southeastern Pennsylvania, which the 

PA Department of Agriculture has designated as a 

quarantine zone. Both the U.S. and the PA 

Departments of Agriculture are working on 

control and eradication measures in the 

quarantine zone. Information on how to identify 

and report the spotted lanternfly can be found 

here:  

https://extension.psu.edu/spotted-lanternfly  

Bucks County Planning Commission 

BCPC Review Responsibilities Continued... 
All other proposals reviewed by the BCPC must be 

completed within 45 days of receipt and must be 

endorsed by the BCPC board members at their 

monthly meetings prior to being publicly 

distributed. The following lists other mandated 

review responsibilities of the BCPC, with the 

authorizing legislation noted: 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŀŘƻǇǝƻƴΣ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ǊŜǇŜŀƭ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ 

/ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ tƭŀƴΣ hŶŎƛŀƭ aŀǇΣ ½ƻƴƛƴƎκ

{ǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ [ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ – MPC Section 304.a.(3) 

¶ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ǊŜƭŀǝƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴΣ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǝƻƴΣ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭΣ ǎŀƭŜΣ ƻǊ ƭŜŀǎŜ 

ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻǊ ƭŀƴŘ – MPC 

Section 305 

¶ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ŀŎǝƻƴǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴΣ 

ŜǊŜŎǝƻƴΣ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǝƻƴΣ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ 

ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ –MPC Section 

304.(a) 

¶ hŶŎƛŀƭ {ŜǿŀƎŜ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ tƭŀƴǎ– The 

Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act (Act 537) 

and MPC Section 304.(a)(4)  

¶ 9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

{ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ !ǊŜŀǎ – The Pennsylvania 

Agricultural Security Act (Act 43) 

If you have any questions regarding the BCPC 

review procedures, the staff is always available.  

http://www.buckscounty.org
mailto:bcpc@buckscounty.org
https://extension.psu.edu/conserving-wild-bees-in-pennsylvania
https://extension.psu.edu/conserving-wild-bees-in-pennsylvania
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census.html
http://recycling-bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/
https://extension.psu.edu/spotted-lanternfly

